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When I was a kid, I sat every day in a concrete block without windows. The prevalent
theory at the time was that windows were distracting (this wasn't in the Dark Ages, but the

resigned. Read our

award-winning profile of

1980s). I like to think I turned out okay, despite my windowless education. But how much Dion from the Feb 2007 issue.

better could I have evaolved if I had experienced a living classroom? & place where T could
have hands-on experience in permaculture, and where I was educated in sustainability? FROM THE ARCHIVES: NOVEMBER 2007
What kind of education do our children need to meet the challenges of this century? More The 5pi11:-1l.’:11
baszically, how do we instill environmental values in our kids? Armada

How the North gets its

Theze were a few of the questions sparked in my mind az I walked through the campus of groceries

the Green School in Bali. Constructed largely in the past yvear, and just ocpened this
fall, the Green School is one of the few places in the world that 1= making a calculated and
pazsionate effort to tackle these kinds of questions.

ON THE MONEY

International award-
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offers an insightful,
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look at our concept
of debt.
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They have built an extracrdinary campus on a fertile eight-hectare plot of land, entirely MARGARLT ATWOUD
out of low-impact and sustainable materials. It is a place for children and everything Pt

glee to grow. Everything you zee in the photo above i= part of Green School: gardens \ g
designed by a resident permaculturist, classrooms and living guarters for faculty and staff.

Looming in the distance in this photograph is what will be the world’s largest bamboc '&

building and, as you can see, it is still under construction. It is called the "Heart of the
Schoal.”
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& mud poecl 1= built on purpose: here studentz can practice Mepantigan, a Balinese martial —
art that incorporates gamelan music, Baline=e dance, and drama. WALRUS
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Students do =it at desks and learn academically rigorous lessons along with their * Jared Eland
environmental education. The school may be in the heart of the jungle, but it is =till a « Jeramy Keehn
=chool, with equations to be =olved and stories to be analyzed s 3oel MatoRey
& Joel Trenaman
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And there are sports fields, it's just that the goalposts are made from bamboo.

The Green School faces a unigue set of challenges. It's not just tryving to design a new kind
of curriculum, and become a showcase of architectural wonders. It's location within a
country which has a very different culture than most of the students know presents
complex hurdles. Currently, the school has a student body of 80% expat and 20%
Indonesian. How can the Green School keep from being a social and economic bubble in
the heart of Bali? One encouraging move is that all students have both an Indonesian and
an expat teacher in the classroom and they all take clazses in the Bahaza Indonesian
language. It will be fascinating to =ee how this relationship between the school and the
csurrounding community develops.

Indonesia 1= a so-called "developing” country. While this terminclogy is problematic, I
would wenture that within thi= designation 1= some of the greatest potential for
zsustainability. It =eems as though more 1= possible here. It would have been very difficult
to get a project of this scale off the ground in North America. Financially a=s well as legally,
in terms of building and zoning codes, places like Bali offer more room to experiment
zocially. If car-dependent and fossil-fuel dependent infrastructure 12n't developed vet in a
country, it makes things easier to develop something else.
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