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Imagine the simple yet effective concept of a green school,
where children learn from young how to preserve the
environment. Cynthia Hardy, the co-founder of the Green
School in Bali is as fiercely protective of the environment

as her husband, famed jewellery artist, John Hardy, and as
determined to inculcate green values to future generations.
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iving in Bali for
mare than three
decades now has
apen co-founder of
Green School. Bali
and enifeprencur,
Cynihia Hardy grow
into a beautiful
person. An American whose stopover ol
the island during & ound-the-world tnp
in 1982 wrned o a lifelong pession
for ber adopted home, Cynihin bacame
one with Ball alier she realised it was a
mngical place to live n. *The gualty ol
the Biabinese people as'a result of their
spiritaal practises is truly beautilal.
They Hve in the moment amd in their
hiznrts, thiy are playhil and wonderiul
wilh children, They are creative and into
possrbalitee,” she save.

Clearly driven by the people and Fand
of Ball, Cymihia ssoved on, Little did she
know that when she decided 1o start i
small jewellery business theme, it woald
cveniually lead o mesting her lsband:
to-be, jewellery designer John Homdy.
Their combined wmkents would evenbually
become a creative tour-de-force thit
woruld 1ake the world by storm, with
thedr jewellery much socught after ot neeail
stalwaris such as Moiman Mancus,

Becendly, they opened o green schiod
in ehelr quest to spresd the green word.
Both Cynehila ond her husbamed ore famies
for belng sisunchiy eco conscious and
cpening ahls school & possibly one of their
best venines ever, “We soned dreaming
of Green Schoal in April of 2006 when we
broaughd onver an educater, Alan Wagstalf,
b speak on holistic educational leaming

practises o a group of parents thit were
interested in holism,™ Cyrthib siys.

GREEN BEGINNINGS
“We opened the school because wi
wanted to create & fabulous educational

wvppariunityy for children, ot only [or
tlils gemeration bul for generndions 1o
oo, As stewards of the earth, we wani
children 1o be moved and inspired in
(heir educational process. We created
thas school because we wanted 1o keave
sgnething thay would be a powerful
legmmcy,” she continees

Mee Green School is sl considersd
o seedling o the entreprencur. 10 opeed
it dioars (o the public o Seplember 2008
bum s its lounch, they have managod
to enral 108 students with another 16
confimed los the upcoming term. “1i's
an incredible canspus Tull of beauty, in
mutures own scicrice kb, Our eaclsers
and stall are [nsplied, caceplionally
gualified teaching professionals and we
hiave high hopes [or the school in the
conning yoar” she says:

Curremily, each clissroom is kitied out
with its own resources, but theres still
mare 1o come, Cynihin zoys when the
heant of the school is completed there will
be many other things 10 occomplish but
these idens are brewing on the side.
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“The henn of =schoal i, we think, the
largest hamboo boikding in the workl, and
it will be home 1o miny pozsibilities:. We
are building a learming village for cultuml
touTiEm, il conferenie cented. N ge
and science labs. basically a knowledpe
hub.” =he sivs

The difference in this school is s
curmctlum activities. Its current kitchen
is stocked with orgamic food from fts
lnmcl e in the future, its stedents will
manage a store and cafeterin selling s
produce. The heam of the school will
al=o house on ort gallerny amd b2 o space
for performances,

“We also hove a village bamboo

on Bow sy behnve, We want kids do be
motivated, splred and to learmn o ok
cure of not enly themselves and thelr
fellow poople, bot of the carh iself”
she siresses,

PASSION FOR GREEN

Cynthia hersell 15 very mindful of the
way she treats the ccosysbem End wanis
by passthis on, Her penchant for snving
the environment is evident in the way
shie's always done her business. “When
we moved our jewellery offices (her other
business with her husband, jewellery
brancl lohn Hardy ) In 1997 from a veny
small village o a larger one for the

“WE WANT KIDS TO COME
OUT OF GREEN SCHOOL
KNOWING THE SURVIVAL
OF THE PLANET DEPENDS
ON HOW THEY BEHAVE.
WE WANT KIDS TO LEARN
TO TAKE CARE OF NOT
ONLY THEMSELVES...”

refonestation project, and this month we
gre [aunching Green Comp-which ix a
summer schoolMolidoy camp offering
children who wamt 80 share in the Green
School experience but are not able o
enrod Full-time, ™ says Cynthio

The main objective of this schoal
is simply to edacate childran to tike
respansibility for their [ives amd 1o think
mod only about getting pood grades Dut
also about relationships with one another
aq well gs the plinet, something most
schools don't take info considenmtion,

“Itall has io be win-win. We wani kidls
o come oul of Green School knowing
that the survival of the planet depencds

jevellen workshop, we built buildings
thant coukd be removed very casily so that
the Eamsd could retum oo 2 nneral stae in
ashort time, We hard by used any congnee
W also planted onmnks Yepetutdes and
rice everywhere that there wis a speck
of arable land;” she explains

Cynthia also iravels |ess (o reducs
her carbon foorpring and [or the last
geveral months, she and her husband
have boen peiting around mostly on thesr
lrtle motorblkes, She is also drssticilly

reclacing her cleciriciny ond telephons e |

an home.
“We are watching all consumpion
carefully We have & pool at home that

we converted 1o i iy
pond. We rarely wsed
the pool, so why min &
pamp? The lilies Nower
awery morming. They dne
FOTEEuE, Wi ane et
ouT expectitions ad find
benuty m simplicay mon:
ind mone. And less these
dinys; far s, & more!™

HAPPY DAYS
Cynihin’s best working
experience wis during
her early davs of waork,
soane time apound |59
1991, Thiz wi= when she
ond her husband would
toke o &3-minute bike rde
throogh the rice fields
work and be intimatedy
involved with the deign.
manufacture, pricing.
wholesaling and reailing
of their jewellery brand
Although thol m2ani
[ 8-hour dovs at the office. she loved
every moment of it ag il it were her
ievoirite hobiy

“We would sleep in slecping bags
umnder our desk, wake up ot Gum, 1 g
for o run ond resuEme our worke &1 Taom.
We would work for a few months then get
on o phame and tvel around the Uindbed
Stiates dolng personal appearances ol
MiEiman Morcus and Sake Flith Avenue
as well as small family run and owned
jewellery stores,” shee remdnisces.

“There was one perlod when we
vigited 29 stores b woeks and that wis
a whirladmd elp. We designed and w2
helped the siores sell. S0 we had that
direcy Mrahand experience of knowing
whast the buyer was looking for amd thot
wais viery rewarding.”

Today, Cynthiz's happiness conmies
from & different plece. She wants 10 nuis
a happy family and wanis her Chikdren 1o
be curlous, conscious contributors (o the
plamet and vo love deeply and lagh @ K
“50 fur | believe | hiove schieved just this,
our ciildren-anc really happy™ she siys
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thinkers and physical health mopire her
She al=o reveals thad she loves unming on
the din trails throwgh the ice helds!
Cynihia wants e be remembered
s somebody who coares, who realizes
dreams. and is passienately commitied
to making the workd a better place. e
conle [ibra-ness of wanimg balance and
seeking hormony i probably what drives
her “Thinking about things from every
perspetive is great and often ends with a
welkbalanced decision, But the downside
is that I gt very emotional in the lece
of unfamess and mustice, | don't cadm

down until 1 fee eguity and Timess,”
shes 2oy, (W0

i mevsage L Marie Claimg icaders %or this Erech i3 B 1o Lk

an intereil in koeping (ke aarth alive, Comtder weaing the film made

by Al Gore calied A roeierienl Fuph, conskder Deng open 1o the
F;j-{{lbll‘:f Ehat faddil Tusls are jue ehar—lodalls, Wi willl use them up
someday in the redr haAune Pl consider (hat cach and svery one ol
wit can play a part Lo minkeie Sur featprnt o the enrch, Howe can do

I |
Db Sl dominhin
peaac e full i igtieee

t, cuir children can da 0 tood It i 2 smple as thak | would keve (0 sen
wary peader of thes oue personaly at Green School, Fleaie coma vilg
ul, Carve poLe Harme on 8 piece of bamboo, donate to the school or
men pandar i Balinese child tooped chis fabulous ecucation, But mast
mportardly, toll yeursell chat Tuture generations will depend largely on
ut afd aur furenl CommiTmen .
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